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CONTRA COSTA WATER DISTRICT

UTILITY WORKER (CANAL)

DEFINITION 

Under moderately close supervision, performs a variety of semi-skilled tasks in repair, maintenance, or construction related to the Contra Costa Canal.

DISTINGUISHING FEATURES 

The duties of this classification involve work which is primarily physical in nature, but requires some craft knowledge and the exercise of some independent judgment and initiative. Utility Workers may operate some types of mobile and general construction equipment, may work alone or as a member of a crew. 

TYPICAL EXAMPLES OF WORK PERFORMED 

1. Performs pick and shovel work in earth excavation and backfilling, placing riprap, patching erosion pockets in canal banks and clearing drainage ditches. Installs and repairs fencing and cattleguards. Gravels and drags roads, hoes weeds around bridges and structures, removes debris from around siphons, check gates, trash racks, and other features.  Controls rodents through use of guns, traps and poison. 

2. Uses air tools, such as tamper, jack hammer and paving breaker, to remove damaged concrete, repair blacktop, excavating, etc.   Operates portable pumps for drainage of flooded areas, and sandblasting and steam-cleaning equipment to clean and prepare canal side structures for painting.  Uses brush or spray gun to apply protective paints or compounds.

3. May drive trucks hauling supplies, materials, rockfill, gravel and dirt, or pulling other wheeled equipment.  Operates farm-type wheeled tractors and power attachments, such as mowing blades, in mowing canal banks and cleaning drainage ditches.

4. Performs minor repairs and adjustments to radial gates, checks and turnouts.  Builds simple forms and mixes and places concrete.  Repairs wooden bridges.  Patches concrete canal lining or concrete structures along canal.  Does rough acetylene or arc tack welding or burning.

5. Operates engine-powered spray or portable sprayers and other equipment in carrying out the weed control program along canals, wasteways, right-of-way, and other assigned work areas.

6. Performs other work, as required. 

QUALIFICATIONS FOR EMPLOYMENT 

Education: 

Completion of the twelfth grade or its equivalent. 

Experience: 

Six months of employment in laboring work which has provided some familiarity with the operation and uses of light construction equipment or hand and power tools common to a mechanical, metal or building trade.  Relevant experience may be substituted for education, up to two years. 

Knowledge, Skills, and Abilities: 

General knowledge of the identification, use and operation of light construction equipment and common construction hand and power tools.  

Ability to perform physical work requiring manual dexterity, agility, physical strength, stamina, physical coordination; to read and write; to perform simple arithmetic; to understand and carry out verbal or simple written instructions; and to learn to perform manual work requiring a moderate degree of manipulative skill and the use of some independent judgment and initiative. 

Other Requirements: 

Must possess a California Driver's License and have a satisfactory driving record.  

Must successfully pass a physical examination before employment with the District and be in good physical condition for doing strenuous outdoor work.  

Work outside of normal working hours may be required. 
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