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CONTRA COSTA WATER DISTRICT

GROUNDS MAINTENANCE ASSISTANT

DEFINITION 

As employee of this classification performs a variety of work in maintenance and care of established planting and planning, selecting and installation of trees, shrubs and other landscape improvements. 

DISTINGUISHING FEATURES

The duties of this classification require the ability to independently perform basic types of gardening and landscaping services with limited to close supervision. The work is performed independently but is subject to direction and inspection by the Crew Leader - Grounds Maintenance. Assignments are received verbally or in writing and the employee is expected to develop his / her own work methods and procedures. 

EXAMPLES OF DUTIES 

1.
Plants, cultivates, and maintains lawns, flower beds, hedges, scrubs and trees. Transplants seedlings, scrubs and trees. Prunes scrubs and trees. 

2. 
Digs, prepares and fertilizes soil for planting and grounds maintenance. Operates tractor with mower and other attachments as required to cultivate plantings and control weeds. 

3. 
Installs, operates and maintains irrigation and drainage systems. 

4. 
Operates a motor vehicle in the transportation of sprays and equipment. Operates power and hand spray equipment in the proper control of plant diseases, insects, pests, and weeds. 

5.
Operates and performs simple adjustments on a variety of machinery, hand and power tools such as tractors, lawn mowers, rototillers, clippers, etc. Observes all safety precautions in not only the operation of all machinery and tools, but also in the handling of insecticides. 

6.
Maintains records of work performed, hours spent and equipment and materials used in the maintenance of property sites. 

7. Performs related duties as required. 

QUALIFICATIONS FOR EMPLOYMENT 

Education: 

Completion of the twelfth grade or its equivalent. 

Experience: 

Two years of employment in landscape gardening work providing familiarity with gardening and grounds maintenance methods or equivalent. 

Knowledge and Abilities: 

Working knowledge of the methods used to control plant disease, insect pests, and weeds. 

Skill in the use of gardening materials, tools and equipment. 

Ability to recognize common plants, scrubs and trees, and plant disease and insect pests; to make written and oral reports and to operate a motor vehicle skillfully and safely. 

Other Requirements: 

Good physical condition for strenuous outdoor work under a variety of climate and geographic conditions. 

Must possess a valid California driver's license and have a satisfactory driving record. 

Must successfully pass a physical examination before employment with the District.

Desirable Qualifications: 

Possession of a valid Qualified Applicator Certificate issued by the State of California Department of Food and Agriculture. 
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