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CONTRA COSTA WATER DISTRICT

ASSISTANT WATERSHED RESOURCES SPECIALIST

DEFINITION:

To patrol watershed and enforce District ordinances; report fires and assist professionals with watershed access and fire suppression; provide field and technical support for environmental mitigation and general watershed resources monitoring; assist with watershed protection activities including pest and vegetation control, prescribed burning, fuels management, fencing and other security measures; support watershed maintenance and repair activities including resource protection, facilities maintenance (roads, fences, culverts), surveying, and planning and lay out of resource protection features such as erosion control structures; assist in the monitoring of contractors and provide public information services and assist with implementation of the watershed's recreation program. 

DISTINGUISHING CHARACTERISTICS 

Positions in this classification are distinguished by their responsibility for assisting in the implementation of environmental mitigation programs, administering recreational program requirements, performing a variety of resource maintenance and monitoring activities within the watershed, and performing an extensive amount of technical work related to watershed protection and maintenance. This is a shift work classification. 

SUPERVISION RECEIVED AND EXERCISED 

Reports to the Senior Watershed Resources Specialist. Receives direct supervision from the Senior Watershed Resources Specialist and technical support and assistance from Watershed Resources Specialists. Provides technical support and assistance to other watershed staff as directed and assigned by the Senior Watershed Resources Specialist. 

EXAMPLE OF DUTIES - Duties may include, but are not limited to, the following: 

Provide field and technical assistance for maintenance of environmental mitigation facilities including pumping of stock ponds; repair and maintenance of cattle exclusion, salamander and kit fox fencing; and maintenance of wetland and oak mitigation sites. 

Assist with the preparation and execution of project plans related to wildland fire and vegetation management and control 

Perform field surveys and assist with botanical, and wildlife data collection activities, including nighttime spotlighting surveys, pond seining and hydrological monitoring of wetlands, identification of endangered plant and wildlife species, photomonitoring, and monitoring of residual dry matter.

Provide field and technical assistance with the identification and control of noxious weeds, rodents, and feral pigs. 

Provide field and technical assistance for protection, maintenance, administration, and management of watershed recreation programs and projects. 

Patrol watershed for violations of District ordinances and cite violators. 

Prepare correspondence and reports for District staff and outside individuals and agencies. 

Perform general repairs of fences, facilities, roads, drainage structures, parking areas, picnic sites, and other watershed facilities. 

Provide information and assistance to the visiting public; assist with watershed stewardship educational program; conduct group tours, hikes, and other organized events; and assist with implementation of recreation programs. 

Assist with field data base management, maps and photo documents and assist with the preparation of reports including data summary tables, figures and technical writing. 

Administer and monitor recreational fee system for user compliance. 

Work weekend and irregular hours as scheduled for extended periods of time. Perform related duties as assigned. 

MINIMUM QUALIFICATIONS:

Knowledge of:

Environmental resources and regulations including familiarity with fundamental CEQA and NEPA requirements.

Principles and practices of environmental protection, land stewardship, and resource management. 

Principles of ecology, range, watershed, wildlife, and resource management. 

Wildland fire management and prevention techniques. 

General repair techniques of fences and facilities. 

Word processing, spreadsheet and other computer applications related to the work.

Ability To:

Assist specialist to perform technical and field work tasks related to environmental monitoring and mitigation activities. 

Communicate effectively, both orally and in writing with the public and others. 

Prepare written reports and correspondence. 

Perform physical work requiring manual dexterity, agility, physical strength, stamina, physical coordination; bend, squat, climb, kneel and twist while performing field work. 

Assist with the implementation of an integrated pest management plan. 

Collect environmental data utilizing formatted data forms and computer files. 

Hike long distances with moderate equipment loads. 

Establish and maintain effective working relationships with those contacted in the course of work. 

Read, interpret, and prepare various types of maps. 

Experience and Training: 

Any combination of experience and training that would provide the required knowledge and abilities is qualifying. A typical way to obtain the knowledge and abilities would be: 

Experience 

Two years of experience in conducting environmental field surveys, mitigation monitoring or ecological restoration, preferably involving endangered plant and wildlife species. 

Training 

Equivalent to two years of college course work in biological or other natural science. 

License or Certificate: 

Possession of, or ability to obtain, a valid California driver's license.

Completion of CPR and first aid certifications within six months of date of hire. 

Completion of, or ability to complete PC 832 "A” Powers of Arrest Course and Certification within 12 months of date of hire. 
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